East Carlton Annual Parish Meeting   
7th May 2026

Report from Chairman of East Carlton Parish Council 

Councilors
East Carlton Parish Council now has six Councilors to represent the residents of the village, with one further unfilled post. Any expressions of interest from anyone within the village who would like to be involved would be very welcome and should be directed to the Clerk. 

Clerk
Justina Medwell continued as the clerk to the Council throughout the year. Transparency of all Council matters can be viewed by all via the East Carlton Parish Council website. 

Budget and Precept 
A budget of £6,876 for 2026/27 was set at the meeting held on 3rd November 2025. Due to increased costs of running the Council, an increase to the budget of 1.97% was approved to ensure that the council could continue to function and provide financial support to other services/organisations as it had done previously. 

Planning Issues
There was no major planning applications received during the year, which reflects the ongoing planning status of East Carlton as a restraint village. There are still concerns about the two traveler sites on the Ashley Road, which both fall under Middleton Parish Council. Appeals were lodged by the owners in November 2024 against the enforcement notices that were issued by NNC on both sites for activity that did not have planning permission. These appeals have still not been resolved. East Carlton Parish Council is monitoring the situation carefully. The proposal for a large solar panel installation on the former Desborough airfield is also being monitored. This falls within Wilbarston Parish.        

Village Maintenance
Cutting of the road verges along the A427 at the junctions of the Middleton Hill road and the Pipewell road was raised with NNC last year due to the visibility problems in May, when the vegetation grows tall. An unsatisfactory response was received stating that verges will be cut twice per year, but with no commitment to ensure that the growth in May is removed before it becomes a visibility issue. The Parish Council will monitor the situation this year and request more cuts if necessary.

The white gate posts at the East gate entrance to the residential area within the Park have been repaired. Although these are the responsibility of NNC, work was undertaken by the Parish Council. There is a section of the stone wall to the field in the northern half of the old village which has now collapsed. The Parish Council are actively chasing the agents of the landowner to get this repaired.

The footpath to north the side of the A427 has now been reported three times to NNC as the vegetation is narrowing the path and making it dangerous to walk safely. The footpath to the south side of the main road was cleared, but the required work to the north side has still not yet been completed. The Parish Council is now working with the local North Northants Councilor to find out why NNC seem incapable of undertaking this job. 

The state of the road surface on the minor roads around the village was raised with NNC Highways Dept. through the North Northants Councilors who represent the Desborough district, under which East Carlton now fall. Concern was expressed about the numerous pot holes, the poor organisation of pothole repairs and also the road drainage issues that are being cause by lack of maintenance of road drains and ditches. The number of potholes increases annually due to the poor maintenance of the roads, the increase in road usage locally and the wetter winters that we now seem to experience. Although funding for the Highways department is an issue, there does seem to be a lack of ability to prioritise work and to organise repair work efficiently. The Parish Council will continue to lobby NNC for a better service.  

The defibrillator is maintained on the outside of the cricket Club by the Parish Council. Training on the use of the defibrator was organised by the Parish Council in conjunction with the Cricket Club on the 17th April.  


Police Matters, Fly Tipping and Litter 
The Council continued to liaise with the Police through out the year on criminal and antisocial behavior issues within the Parish. Fly tipping and littering on the roadsides around the village continues to be an ongoing problem. 
	Year
	Reported fly tipping incidents 
	Number of full bags of litter collected

	2023
	117
	176

	2024
	121
	181

	2025
	73
	157


Litter continues to be is picked by volunteers to keep the village as tidy as possible. Fly tipping is removed by North Northants Council, once it has been reported via their online reporting system.  


Gary Chambers

Chairman 
 
