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As Life returns to a new form of reality, the routine work of the East Carlton Parish 

Council has continued and we were very lucky to welcome two new councillors this year 

with Jackie Hanlon and Angela Nelson joining us, both of whom bring a great deal of 

expertise along with fresh ideas, just what we needed. It is also a great pleasure to have 

welcomed our new clerk, Justina Medwell, who has dramatically changed the council in a 

very short time with her professionalism and efficiency that has impressed us all.                     

I would also like to say many thanks to all councillors for their help and support over 

this past year, which has not been easy, with many planning issues over the itinerant sites 

along the valley still outstanding.  

We have welcomed more new faces to the village which is always welcome, 

especially young families, giving the village a new vibrancy. The village is looking 

wonderful this year and as the unitary council for North Northamptonshire beds in we are still 

unsure as to how the country park will be affected, so we will watch this space very closely.  

We are planning to plant a couple of dozen trees around the cricket club celebrating 

the Queens platinum jubilee later this year, when we hope to encourage a large team of 

volunteers to help us plant the trees later in the Autumn, when the trees survival can be better 

guaranteed. 

We also saw the standing down of Elisabeth Cunningham, who had been the editor of 

the popular Village Newsletter for 10 years, so a very big thank you to Elisabeth for all her 

hard work. May I welcome John Aldridge as our new editor in chief who has kindly stepped 

forward to continue the excellent work of producing what is still regarded as compulsive 

reading over a cup of tea for many of us residents, so thank you John, and may you find some 

excellent stories for the newsletter over the coming months. 

The village has a fine defibrillator on the wall of the cricket club which was kindly 

donated by Joan some years ago to honour her husband, and the evening of awareness 

training on Thursday 21
st
 April, with Martin Fagin proved to be a very successful and most 

enjoyable evening. 

The village continues to be a busy and enjoyable place to live, we have new faces in 

the village, although due to Covid, it has been very difficult to welcome them. It was 

particularly sad this year to lose Ian Pinkerton, a stalwart of the village for many years who 

has sadly recently passed away. 



The Parish Council have again kept the village precept with only a minimal increase 

this year, despite ever increasing costs for even a small parish such as ours.  

We have continued our support this year for St. Peter’s church in the form of 

maintenance grants and with the funding for the newsletter, and our own Parish web site is 

working well, you will be able to access all the reports in full online. 

The Welland Wanderer bus Service is back up and running being supported by all the 

communities throughout the valley. We are continuing our support financially through our 

reserves at this time, but we may need to align the support to the parish precept for future 

years. 

I would like to finish by expressing my sincere thanks to my fellow councillors for 

their support over nearly 20 years as Chair of the Parish Council, but I feel it is time to stand 

down as chair and welcome a new start and a new vibrancy for the council, and hopefully 

someone will step up at the AGM next month.  

I am sure that Nick won’t mind me saying that he is also standing down from the 

Parish Council this year after many years loyal service to the Parish. Nick’s expertise and 

strong sense of humour will be sadly missed. I would like to offer my sincere thanks to Nick 

for all his help and guidance, as I am sure the whole community will, so Thank you Nick, I 

am sure we will still be knocking on your door for some advice now and then. 

May we all look forward to another enjoyable year in our wonderful parish, and I and 

your councillors will continue to do their very best on your behalf to support and protect the 

parish. 
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